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B U I LT O N
O LY M P I C L E G A C Y
While the Sydney 2000 Olympic and Paralympic Games may have occurred
over a decade ago and be a fond memory, the legacy of these great events is
flourishing as Sydney Olympic Park continues to develop and deliver benefits
to the community.
This is the greatest Olympic success story of all time, as no other Olympic
venue has thrived as much as Sydney Olympic Park.
Just 14 kilometres west of Sydney’s central business district and 9km east of
Parramatta, the location of Sydney Olympic Park is considered the population
heart of greater Sydney.
Sydney Olympic Park is a large and unique area covering 640 hectares, twice
the size of the Sydney central business district. Of this land area, 430 hectares
are green space and parklands with areas inhabited by threatened species,
protected marine vegetation and endangered ecological communities.
Today, Sydney Olympic Park is home to residents, a workforce, students and
visitors, who come to enjoy sporting facilities, entertainment, exhibitions and
events as well as open green space, playgrounds and cycleways.
A state government agency, Sydney Olympic Park Authority was formed in
July 2001 to manage Sydney Olympic Park, ensuring the best use of this
significant place for the people of Sydney and New South Wales. The Park’s
vibrant centre, iconic buildings, major event facilities, grand public spaces and
precious natural environment are all balanced, coexisting together.
Today, the Park attracts more than double the amount of visitors who came
for the Sydney 2000 Olympic and Paralympic Games — now over 10 million
people come each year to enjoy all the Park has to offer.

T H E E A R LY
D AY S
Sydney Olympic Park has a rich and colourful history.
Dating back to the early 20th century, the area was the location for the
State Abattoir and the State Brickworks.
During the 1930s and 40s chemical factories also became a common site,
producing a range of pesticides such as DDT and oils, paints, pigments and resins.
With these major industries, the scene was set for the next 50 years.
By the late 70s, the fortunes had faded for the Abattoir and Brickworks,
both ceasing operation in 1988.
As more land became degraded, the waterways and ground water also
became polluted. But the main destroyer was uncontrolled land filling
during the 1960s and 70s when household, commercial and industrial
wastes were dumped.
Then, in 1993, Sydney’s successful bid for the 2000 Olympic Games
fast-tracked the area’s urban renewal.
More than nine million cubic metres of household, commercial and
industrial waste were recovered and consolidated onsite.
More than eight million trees, shrubs, ground covers and aquatic plants
were planted.
What followed was a construction program, addressing the specialised
needs of a single, truly enormous event, while ensuring each venue could
serve multiple uses well into the future.
The result, balancing the built and natural environments, was an exemplary
Olympic precinct.
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AN
I N T E R N AT I O N A L
SHOWPIECE
The success of Sydney Olympic Park is understood worldwide.
The Park has become an international showpiece on how a post Olympic
destination can have lasting positive outcomes for the community as it
becomes an active and vibrant centre.
Government officials and interested parties from across the globe
visit Sydney Olympic Park each year to see first-hand how the Park
has transformed and to learn management lessons from
Sydney Olympic Park Authority.
Particular interest is focussed on sporting venues that were used for the
Games and are still well used today. One of the keys to success for Sydney
Olympic Park’s sports venues is ensuring a balanced use, from grassroots
community sport right through to training and competition venues for
elite athletes.
Sustainability is also a focus of international attention, as the Park is
recognised as a leading example of urban renewal and environmental
remediation. Since the 2000 Olympic and Paralympic Games, over 110 new
environmental sustainability initiatives have been implemented at Sydney
Olympic Park to minimise and reduce its environmental footprint. These
environmental initiatives focus on flora and fauna conservation, leachate
management, water conservation, transportation, heritage conservation,
energy efficiency, environmental education, construction and development.

WORLD–CLASS
VENUES
One of the greatest legacies of the Sydney 2000 Olympic and Paralympic
Games was the creation of world-class sports, entertainment and recreation
facilities in Sydney.
These world-class facilities include the Olympic Stadium (now ANZ
Stadium), Aquatic Centre, Sydney Showground, Sports Centre, Sports Halls,
Tennis Centre, Indoor Arena (now Qudos Bank Arena), Hockey Centre,
Athletic Centre and Archery Centre.
All of these venues were created with a post-Games purpose in mind, and
are all extremely busy and well utilised, with more than 5,000 events held
at the Park each year.
The events held in the Park add significant economic benefit to the state of
New South Wales as they attract people from across Australia and overseas.
These visitors inject expenditure into the local economy as people fill hotels,
spend time at restaurants and cafes, and enjoy shopping and sightseeing.

ANZ Stadium
•

Hosts around 50 events attracting on average 1.5 million people each year

•

One of Australia’s busiest sports and entertainment venues

•

Sydney’s major events venue hosting: Rugby League, Rugby Union,
Football and major concerts

•

The venue for Australia’s major international sports events including
Rugby World Cup in 2003, World Masters Games in 2009, FIFA World Cup
Qualifying Games and the 2015 AFC Asian Football Cup

•

A first-choice venue for some of the world’s biggest entertainment acts
such as AC/DC, The Rolling Stones, U2, Bon Jovi, Foo Fighters, Taylor Swift
and Eminem

Aquatic Centre
•

Largest swim school in Australia with over 4,500 students per term

•

Between January and April each year, the competition pool hosts in
excess of 90 school swimming carnivals

•

Mix of recreation and community use as well as a training location for
some of Australia’s greatest swimming and diving athletes through a
partnership with the New South Wales Institute of Sport

Archery Centre
•

Programs aimed at school students, corporate groups, beginners and
casual archers as well as higher performance advanced coaching

•

Hosts over 27,000 visitors each year with most weekends at full
capacity

•

New programs have been added to the Archery Centre’s offering that
are very popular with the community; these include laser tag and laser
clay shooting

Athletic Centre
•

The two-arena complex is used almost daily for school carnivals
through to training and competition for elite track and field events

•

Hosts over 130,000 school students for sports carnivals from 150 New
South Wales schools

•

Has hosted Grand Prix, the Sydney Marathon, Australian Youth
Olympics, World Masters Games, Sydney Track Classic, Australian
Athletics Championships, Australian Junior & Youth Track & Field
Championships and the World Junior Championships

Hockey Centre
•

One of the world’s top hockey venues that is a training and competition
venue for players of all levels ranging from school teams to world-class
athletes

•

Houses the offices of Hockey NSW and the NSW Institute of Sport’s
hockey program

•

In the off season, the Hockey Centre hosts competitions in soccer, touch
football and other ball games

Qudos Bank Arena
•

Largest indoor live entertainment and sporting arena in Australia

•

Ranks at the very top in the world in ticket sales alongside O2 in London and
Madison Square Garden in New York

•

On average 750,000 visitors attend events at this venue each year

•

Home venue for the Sydney Kings Basketball team

Sports Centre
•

A venue for an almost unlimited variety of entertainment, corporate, sport,
community and leisure activities

•

Attracts 300,000 people each year from sports of all kinds, concerts,
conferences, exhibitions, dinners and cocktail parties

•

Sydney Swifts Netball team hold their home games at this venue

Sports Halls
•

State training venue for Volleyball NSW, Badminton NSW, Handball NSW, and
Table Tennis

•

Used regularly for community use for a range of indoor sports that were
included in the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games

Sydney Showground
•

Home to the Sydney Royal Easter Show, a hallmark event where ‘the country
comes to the city’ to celebrate the finest livestock, produce and talent. It
attracts close to 1 million people over two weeks every year. The Sydney Royal
Easter Show is the biggest annual event in the Southern Hemisphere and the
fifth largest agricultural show in the world.

•

In addition to the Sydney Royal Easter Show, Sydney Showground hosts over
100 major events each year

•

Sydney Showground includes a Stadium, which is oval shaped and hosts
concerts, festivals and is the home ground for Australian Football League team
the Greater Western Sydney Giants and the T20 cricket team Sydney Thunder.

Tennis Centre
•

Hosts the world-renowned annual Sydney International tennis tournament
and is home to Tennis NSW, the Australian Tennis Museum, the NSW State
Academy, as well as Tennis Australia’s National Academy Sydney

•

Available for hire to the general public and for programs to meet the needs of
all tennis enthusiasts regardless of their age and ability
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A DIVERSE &
GROWING
COMMUNITY
Today, the Park has a community of over 20,000
residents, workers and students.
The Park is a place to call home. Currently there
are over 2,000 people living at Sydney Olympic
Park. This is set to increase dramatically in
future years, as more residential development is
on its way including apartments by Mirvac,
Meriton and Ecove.
The Park has also revitalised surrounding
suburbs. Wentworth Point experienced a surge
in development and today more than 12,000
people reside there. Newington, created as the
athletes’ village, is now a suburb that is home to
6,000 residents.

Sydney Olympic Park area is the
20th biggest local economy in
Australia.
Sydney Olympic Park area was
Sydney’s seventh biggest local
economy in 2012–13, rising from
10th place in 2001–02.
PricewaterhouseCoopers 2013

The Park is a place for business. 17,000 people
work at Sydney Olympic Park and 220
organisations are located in the Park. These
include iconic companies such as the
Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Samsung,
Thales, Fujitsu and Lion.
The Park is a place to learn. Over 1,000 students
are located at the Park to study specifically in
sport at the Australian College of Physical
Education or at S P Jain School of Global
Management. S P Jain was rated #11 in the
world in the world’s top business schools
(Forbes 2013–14).
The Park is a place to visit. This daily community
is then joined by 10.5 million visitors annually
that come to the Park for a whole host of
reasons:
•

Education

•

Sports participation and events

•

Entertainment

•

Business events (trade shows, conferences,
exhibitions)

•

Community events

•

Commerce

•

Parklands

Netball Central: Netball NSW and Narelle Spangher

Residential Development

GWS Giants: AFL Centre of Excellence

Samsung National Headquarters

GROWTH &
DEVELOPMENT
Sydney Olympic Park has witnessed significant
development since the Games and continues to
grow to offer the community more in living,
commercial, retail, sports and dining options.
Over $2.7 billion dollars of development projects
have been approved at Sydney Olympic Park
since the Games. Development has, and
continues to transform this unique suburb and
its community.

Commercial Office
Sydney Olympic Park is now an economic hub of
Sydney offering a remarkable place to do
business for 220 organisations. Commercial
development since the Games has included new
high grade office buildings adding 150,000
square metres of gross floor area. A range of
businesses are now located in the Park including
the Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Thales,
Samsung, Lion, Fujitsu and soon the National
Roads & Motorists’ Association.

Residential
Sydney Olympic Park opened its doors to its first
residents in January 2012, and is now home to
over 2,000 residents. The number of residents at
the Park is set to increase dramatically in the
next few years as there are another five new
residential developments on the horizon that
will bring an additional 1,700 dwellings.

Sports and the Community
The sports offering of Sydney Olympic Park has
grown to include two new sporting venues
since the Games. Netball Central is Australia’s
first purpose-designed netball facility that was
used to host the 2015 Netball World Cup. The
other venue is an Australian Football League
Centre of Excellence for the Greater Western
Sydney Giants. This facility is a state-of-the-art
training and administration centre as well as a
learning centre to support the community.
Education facilities with a focus on sport have
been added to the Park including the New
South Wales Institute of Sport and the
Australian College of Physical Education.
Enhancements and developments for the
community include the upgrade of the Sydney
Showground stadium, a new $7 million play
space called Blaxland Riverside Park, as well as
additional shared pathways for cycling, walking
and running.

Services
As the Park has grown with new development
and increasing visitation, additional services and
amenities have also increased. Five hotels,
serviced apartments, a lodge, cafes, restaurants
and bars, a hairdresser, florist, pharmacies,
bakery, childcare centres, convenience stores
and other facilities now service the daily
community and visitors.

O P E N S PAC E
Once a heavily polluted industrial wasteland, the largest reclamation project in
Australian history turned the area into a new suburb and a useable space for Sydney.
The 430 hectares of open space, playgrounds, conservation areas, wetlands and
waterways at Sydney Olympic Park attract 2.8 million people each year,
providing both a local park and a regional park destination.
The parklands at Sydney Olympic Park are made up of many different parks and
places and are visited for a variety of leisure, sport, social, cultural, educational
and nature based experiences.
With over 35 kilometres of walking and bike tracks the Park offers a great place
to cycle and attracts 80,000 cyclists each month.
The parklands are crucial to supporting Greater Sydney in their recreation and
relaxation needs particularly as Sydney continues to grow. The parklands are also
supporting Sydneysiders to become more active and as a result a healthier society.
Alongside the community use of this space, the parklands have environmental
significance with protected remnant woodlands, rare saltmarshes, a waterbird
refuge, mangroves and some 400 native plants and 200 native animal species.

THE FUTURE
LOOKS BRIGHT
Sydney Olympic Park Authority is guided by a carefully crafted and researched blueprint,
Master Plan 2030, designed to fulfil its destiny to become one of the world’s great
contemporary civic spaces.
Ensuring the protection and enhancement of the natural heritage of the parklands,
Master Plan 2030’s vision for the sustainable development of Sydney Olympic Park will
see growth accelerate with 1.4 million square metres of new construction planned and
the precinct eventually catering for a daily population of over 50,000 people, in addition
to visitors and event patrons.
The Park will provide more than 31,500 jobs, with about 6,000 new dwellings
constructed to house approximately 14,000 residents.
Up to 5,000 students will be supported at Sydney Olympic Park and all of this while
retaining major event capability for up to 250,000 patrons at any one time.
Master Plan 2030 is under review with plans to amend the Master Plan to create a
world-class centre with an 18–24/7 economy; provide a regional approach to traffic and
transport; support high levels of activation; and support a vibrant, well-designed and
liveable town centre with enhanced retail facilities and open space.
In the first 5 years of its use, Master Plan 2030 has been a catalyst for significant and
transformative change in the Sydney Olympic Park town centre. Almost a third of the
total planned capacity identified in Master Plan 2030 is either complete or committed
for development.
Master Plan 2030 supports the NSW Government’s new metropolitan strategy, A Plan for
Growing Sydney, which sets the vision for Sydney as a strong global city and a great place
to live, accommodating new homes and jobs whilst protecting the natural environment.
A Plan for Growing Sydney highlights the significance of the Olympic corridor which
connects and supports the two CBDs — Sydney and Parramatta — and identifies new
growth areas close to Sydney Olympic Park, which will transform the city.
The next exciting stage for Sydney Olympic Park is imminent, building on Sydney
Olympic Park’s rich history, iconic and natural value and its priceless legacy.
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8 Australia Avenue
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For more information
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